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Preface. F 
Hitherto we have prefixed no prefaces to our volumes. We 43 
Shave left them to introduce themselves, and to make their way 
in life by the more solid recommendation of their intrinsic 41 
worth; which we humbly conceive, has been considerable, or - 
they would not have been the occasion of such voices . and 
lizhtnings, and thunde.s as have been manifested in the eccle- 
siastical | heavens for some time past. Had their value been 
extrinsic only, that is, had they, like some other periodicals A 
continued their existence by virtueof the consideration, that r 
they subserved the purposes of a party, a nd were content to be 
the vehicle of its dicta and polities without dispute, —experience 
has taught us, thathowever mentally unsats fying theireor tents, 
they would have beea borne onwards toa sort of ‘immort tality? 
onthe breath of popul: . applause; and the atmos phere of chete 
circulation would have been asb land and tranquil as is ‘the clear 
heatafter rain.’ Butsuch has not been their career. Thep'began 
the world’ with less than fifty patrons, de te rmined to sink or é 
swimin the pursuit of the truth revealed wherever led; and in he 
the advocacy ot that system of righteousness, promulgated by 4 
Christ and his Apostles, should it even lead to the conclus ri ‘4 
that ‘this reformation’ must be reformed ere it could claim justly : 
| an identity with the Prepared Wife of the Lamb. 
The Advocate first drew the breath of life in ‘the City of 
Brotherly Love’—the Metropolis of Pennsylvania; a “ity on | 


which Quakerism has impressed its seal, with all the coldness, f 
formality, and stiffness of that frigid sect. The fanaticism of r 
a Fox, the philanthropy of a Penn, and the deism of a Hicks; sy 
the fatalism of a Calvin, the latitudin: irianism of a Wesley, t 
Papal superstition, and : sectarian indiflerence—are the ingre wed 
dients, which constitute the basis of the ‘brotherly love’ of this n 
Philadelphian Ashdod. In this life, there are no greater dis. | 
erepancies than are to be found between things, and the names ) 
they bear. We speak fiom experience when we say, that in i 
all the cities in which we have sojourned, whether in Kurope *, 
A i 
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or Ametica, we have heard more talk about ‘brotherly love’ and 
‘a Christian Spirit, than we have seenof such realities. Our 
mind is so constituted—and, Reader! we cannot help it—that 
we instinctively, as it were, search into the causes of things. 
In the treatmentof diseases, the first thing we endeavour to 
find out is the cause; for we know, if we can discover this, and 
it still continue, itis the chief thing of all to remove the cause, 
When therefore, in society we find such a disparity between 
things and the names they bear, we recur to the ever present 
inquiry— Whatis the cause? This question we have examin- 
ed in relation to the scarcity of a genuine Christian love and 
spirit in the birth place of the Advocate, as well as in those 
parts to an acquaintance with which his labors have introduced 
him. The result of observation is this, that a genuine chris- 
tian love and spirit can only exist where ‘the word of the 
truth of the Gospel, is understood, believed, and retained in 
good and honest hearts. He who expects to find a scriptural 
love and spirit pervading a community where the truth is not 
understood; where consequently it is utterly impossible it can 
have been believed, and therefore cannot be retained, will soon- 
er or later, find that the love and spirit of that society is spu- 
rious and partizan; and ever ready, on the slightest hint, to 
manifest itself in hatred and malignity. On the other hand, 
we have found that where the truth has been understood, be- 
lieved, obeyed, and retained in good and honest hearts, such 
persons, having the root of the matter in them, are not easily 
alienated from one another, nor will they permit their minds 
to be poisoned by the breath of slander and detraction. They 
love the truth which they have confessed; and therefore, being 
all attracted to one common center, they all necessarily cohere 
with a foree equal to that which draws them to thecenter. If 
we observe a man indifferent to the truth, we lose all confidence 
in the ‘love’ and ‘spirit’ he possesses; for if he be indifferent to 
the truth, how can he be otherwise than indifferent towards 
those who are attached to it? Men, who are brethren for the 
truth, and not for party’s, sake, do not renounce thir brother- 
hood capriciously. Even if a brother have sinned grieviously, 
so as to cause his separation from them, they do not treat him 
as an enemy; and should the reputation of another be aspersed, 
they are as sensitive to his wounding as though it were inflict~ 
ed on themselves. Thus they ‘bear each other’s burdens and. 
so fulfil the law ot Christ.’ e could add much more on this 
subject as the result of the experience we have acquired dur- 
ing the last four years. But we are not now writing an essay 
on tees a love’ anda ‘Christian Spirit.’ We have said 
thus much that others may be informed of the view we have 
taken, and which has caused us to pursue a course, which to 
some may have been inexplicable, and referred toa want of that 
true love and spirit which before God we ought to have possessed. 
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But these things we have seen and felt in communities which 

goto make up the bulk of ‘this reformation.’ For about two 
years we wrote our pages with such an exhibition of ‘brotherly 
love,’ ‘christian spirit,’ and ‘ancient order of things’ before om 
minds as convinced us, that before the world could be reform- 
ed to we extent, reformation, or rather purification toa greater 
degree than had hitherto obtained, must be begunathome. In 
our immediate circle, we proceeded to clean the house before 
we invited any more without to take up their abode within.— 
The task was herculean; for the difficulty was how to repair a 
building which was rotten to the foundation. It was impos- 
sible; and we are at length convinced that to rear a temple in 
that locality fit for the Lord to dwell in, the clean must sepa- 
rate theinselves and raise the work anew, upon the true prin- 
ciples of architecture, which the Great Master Builder has 
plainly set forth in his Book. 

As our readers are aware, we have been buffeted on every 
side. We doubt not but many good and well mean‘ng people 
have leagued against us. Itis gratifying, however, to us to 
know, that we are best treated where we are best known and 
understood; which certainly would not be the case, if we were 
the character some would make us out to be. These good peo- 
ple have been imposed upon by unprincipled persons, to whom 
we have become exceedingly obnoxious; because we have ven- 
tured to call in question the scripturality of their foundation, 
practice, love, spirit, and hope; we believe they will find out 
that this is the truth of the matter, if not in this life, certainly 
when we shall meet in the presence of the August One. Our 
controversy is not with such; but with what we believe to be 
error in theory or practice by whomsoever held. 

We have long been convinced of the truth of the following 
passage from the letter of a correspondent in the eastern part 
of this State:—“but Bro. Thomas these are sad times; men 
are lovers of themselves more than of God; and I can, (I think, ) 
readily trace all the accusations and charges, which are now 
brought against you back to self. You have made it appear 
(too plainly,) that the craft of some men was in danger; that in 
exposing the prevalent errors of the day, they were reproach- 
ed also. You have wounded the vanity of others and that is 
an unpardonable offence. In short, I verily believe, from all 
the observation I can make, thatthe whole matter arises from 
the agitation of the subject of re-immersion;* for let your accu- 
serfs start any charge they may it soon settles upon re-immer- 
sion. That is the galled spot which causes the wincing, and 
if you had not touched that, you might have had (for them) the 
soul of man naturally mortal or immortal, and have eut off all 


a 








* Re-immersion is but another expression for ‘Baptism for Remission of 
Sins’ carried out into practice by immersed persons, who have believed the 
gospel after instead of before their first immersion, 
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infants into the bargain from eternal life, provided you didn 
exclude them and their posterity.” 

In the second volume, page 177, we propounded 34 question 
for the consideration of our readers. Upon these questions 
that time, and even now, our mind is not generaly made up. met 
of them were suggested by queries put to us, others by a dilig 
study of the w ord, and a comparison betwi een the things it 
veals and the traditions of the rulers of the darkness of this 
world. In writing to our friends in England we threw cur 
| thoughts into the form of these queries for their exa mination. 

When our letter was finished, we concluded to copy them off, 
and to submit them likewise to our cisatlantic readers. We 
published them; and in the same number addressed a letter to 
Mr. Campbell on the subject of “Reformation.” No one tha 
we are aware of has ventured to touch fairly and candidly on 
asingle point or suggestion contained in them; buton the con- 
trary, many have “vented their ill humour uP on us from the 
ume of their p ublication till now. And why have they don 
so? Isit because it is a criminal thing—a ‘speculative and 
untaught’ affair—an heretical act—to ask for inform ation?!— 
Did Jesus brand his disciples with infamy when in their sim 
ple ignorance they asked questions for information? And yet, 
we have asked many who profess to tread in his footsteps to 
impatt to us their views in candour and honesty on certain 
things, which have been suggested to our own mind, and instead 
of, ina gentlemanly and chris tianlike manner, attempting to 
enlighten our darkness or to direct us in the way of truth, they 
turn round upon us, and cry aloud earnestly with a pretended 
. zeal for orthodoxy, ‘An infidel! An infidel! An utterer of bold 
spe culations and untaught questions! This like the ‘No Pope 
ry’ cty of old, kindles all the holy rage of ignorant—sincerity 
—christians!—‘To your tents, O Israel; what interest have we 
in the Son of Jesse! is nextin order to the former ery. The 
foolish and blind rush to obey the hint of certain would-be-lead. 
ers of the people. The cry is raised and you hear from eve- 
ry bawler in the crowd, ‘A Factionist! A speculator! An infi 
del! Away with him! Away with such a fellow from our ranks! 
A still small voice inquires, ‘but what evil has he done? Doubt- 
less he has offended the Rulers;—but rebuke him and let him 
go!’ But with clamorous tongues they stifle the suggestion, 
and exclaim, he has questioned their proceedings, and he that 
would let him go is not ’s friend! 

The offensiveness of these questions is to be found in the 
intimation contained in No. 34, as follows—“if the hints con- 
tained in these questions be valied, what becomes of tmmer- 
sion into experiences, &c.” This it was, which in reality ex- 
cited the tumult of thé people; and turned against us _ the ani- 
mosity of those, who bad been immersed into their own dreams, 
and who had assented to baptism for the remission of sins as a 
novel and captivating notion, and so became ‘reformers’ im 
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name, instead of embracing ‘reformation’ with good and honest 
hearts. The letter to Mr. Campbell only aggravated our cauge. 
In that document we observed ‘that it was only by taith—the 
belief of testimony—and not by credulity—an assent without 
testimony—we stand in the favor of God;’—that ‘ihe ordinanee 
of baptism they (the baptists) have corrupted; so that there 
exists Hot among thema means by which the polluied may be 
cleansed irom their impurity, and so ftorth. Iu saying thege 
things we only applied What he had pre viously taunt; \ et for 
this application of mdubitable and scli-evident truths, the great 
guns of St. Angelo have roared in thunder against us! 


Convinced, liowever, by observation and by the study of the 
word, we have persisted in agitating until now these unplea- 
sant, but interesting and mmpo:tant truths. Had w pposed 
that God was like a man that be should lie, on th n of man 
that he sh had we imagined, alter reacing the de- 
clarations of his prophets and apostles, that there varia: 
bleness and the shadow oi a turning tn his nature. we might 
have y! | rest wishes of those. who, vath- 


er than be disturbe un thei consciences or have their se/fism 
displayed by the light o ith, would preter in 1 nolent 
embraces | a Murlous tranquility to ss throws ates 
of hades. In gonducting this paper we have thrown into the 
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aimed at wealth nor leadership; and it has been uniform 
determinat! ail r no consi it1O} Ff part uppress 
the distinct avowal of wl re believe God has ‘in his 
holy word. lad mammon and worldly conseg been the 
object of our ambition, we would have cast abo rtain 
in What channel flowed the largest str pop! vor; be- 
cause to be in favor with the multitude 3 ined us 
most patronage, and by consequence ney ood conside- 
ration; we would in short have made dollars and ce ;, and the 
exuberant flatiery and commendation whieh ‘th at’ have 
in store for them that worship them, the rule anc measure of 
our faith, practice, and brief. The dogmata of a rty have 
never been the standard of our investigations ar velief, and 
not having dalled our palm with DBalaam’s hiro, we have 
been free to contest the genuineness of the profes ions of all, 
who assume the name of Christ. 

Some have thought that certain topics discussed .1 our pages 
are unprofitable and useless. Thatthey may have seemed so 
to them, we do not doubt. But, they should remember, that 
is impossible for them to judge correctly in this vwniil all the 
premises are beforetheir minds. They should ecalarge the 
scope of their vision, and look beyond the objects in the fore- 
ground which are nearest to them; let them range al.» from these 
to the points of sight and distance, and take in «'! the ideas, 
which are displayed in the diversity of light andshade. When 
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they have done this letthem say, and not before, whether such 
atopic could be excluded without breaking up the connexion: 
and consistency of the whole. 

Whatever God has deemed proper to reveal it is worth our 
while to know.. The knowledge of truth is worth every effort. 
te acquire.. Nothing is sacred but truth. Whatever God’s 
word teaches ought to be known though it should destroy all 
former conclusions,. practices, or belief- All things ought to 
be sifted and thoroughly searched which pass under the sanction 
of religion, and no single man’s writings, nor the works of all 
uninspired men, as a whole; should be received as the height 
and depth, length and. breadth, of the revelation of God; for 
‘yreat men are not always wise, neither do the aged understand 
judgemen? as our experience has fully assured us. 

Our premises are not sufficiently before the public to justify 
us in entering upon a defence of the importance and utility of 
the subjects we have as yet, but incidentally submitted to their 
consideration.. It requires time for all things, especially an 
ample development ot the things relating to an unending dura- 
tion of ages. All we-ask is time and sufficient patronage, and 
we promise in the next five years to bring forth ‘things’ from 
the word of God, both ‘new and old’ to the admiration and de- 
light of all, who meditate deeply in the word of the Lord con- 
tinually. 

The following are among the topies to be considered in time 
to come; namely, the Mosaic Testimony concerning the Crea- 
tion; the precadent state of Man, the probation of the Human 
Pair; the transgression; its consequenees; the institution of Re- 
ligion; the Antediluvian Economy and so forth. Then having 
accompanied Noah across the Ocean in his voyage from the 
Old to the New World, we: shall take our leave of him and 
his family, and take up our residence for a while with the Fath- 
er of the Faithful. In our intercouse with him, we shall as- 
certain the truth coneerning the promises made to him by his 
Great Friend, in relation to Canaan, the Seed and the Life 
which is Eternal.. In short the subject of our demonstrations 
will be the Holy Seriptures from Genesis to the Apoealypse 
included. As to the’ latter, we intend. to illustrate it by the 
light of histery, and the exereise of reasonand common sense, 
as far as it hasbeen fulfilled. By the time we have accomplish- 
ed this, we shall be pretty well prepared to understand the sub- 
stance of the abstrusest passages as yet unfulfilled. 

In the performance of this task we expect to incur much 
edinm, misrepresentation, and detraction.. But let this pass. 
We shall endeavor to pay no more attention to’ them: than the 
listless breeze.. Tobe-the subject of hatred; malice;.and all un- 
eharitablenessis the honorable fate of all whe seek truth without 
regard to human authority or tradition. We have been muchu 
honored during the last two,or three years in this way. We 
shall endeavor in: future to: bear these ‘blushing honors thick 
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upon us’ as becomes a disciple of the Just One. 


that hasbeen accumulated upon us, and that is, that though 
there are many weil meaning, yet much deceived individuals, 
who have and are laboring for our destruction, yet many of our 

reatestenemies and most malignant persecutors are netorious- 
fy ignorant, unrighteous, and unprineipled men. We do not 
say this without proof. The proof is i our portfolio, and pro- 
ducible time and occasion requiring. 

And now as to the malevolence of our enemies, we know, 
that it is conceived and developed against us, not because we 
have intentionally mjured a single human being, but because, 
in contending for a genuine reformation—one in praetice as 
well as in name and theory—we have unveiled the hollowness 
of their professions, the unscripturality of their principles, and 
the unrighteousness of their conduet. For our own part, we 
have no taste for counterfeits of any description, much less in 
things pertaining to the faith of Christ. We must either have 
the true religion in word and deed, or not at all; and there is 
nothing so disgusting in our eyes as profession without princi- 
ple—much talk but little practice, and that the worse for doing. 
in writing of the delinquercy of ‘this reformation,’ we by no 
means extend our remarks beyond the limits of our owa e2- 
perience and reading. Weknow that there are many of the 
excellent of the earth identified with it; but we also know, that 
there aie a great many who bear the name ‘reformer,’ who are 
a disgrace even to humanity. To correct a system, that can 
tolerate such Christians in connexion with it, is a principal ob- 
ject of our labors. We liave seen and tasted too much of the 
bitter fraits of the spirit of ‘this reformation’ during the last 
two years not to be convinced, that it is far very far from being 
‘pure and resplendenv before God and the Lamb. ‘By their 
traits ye shall know them’--and these are amply sufficient for 
our conviction. But how is the evil to be remedied? Not by 
compassing sea and land, as do the sectsof Anti-christ, to 
make proselytes, who when made are but little. if any, the 
better for making. The mania of the Seetarian world is this 
terro-aquatic proselyting—a mania, which has seised ‘refor- 
mers’ to the exclusion of the weightier and sterner matters of 
the law of God. They act extensively, as though they had 
themselves attained to perfection, and that all that remained was 
toget rich, hear preaching, and hurrah their ‘proclaimens’ on- 
wards in the impracticable work of proselyting the world. We 
say, hurrah them on, for eonclamation appears to us to be 
almost the sum-total of their co-operation. Let the grave and 
sober-minded pause. Let them examine the Acts of the Apos- 
tles and see if the operations and co-operations of the disciples 
in the primitive age bear any resemblance to the doings of our 
mes and country. Wisdom guided their counsels; 4 would 
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sustains us greatly under the weight of the odium theologicum © 
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iso direct ours, if we would be content to follow them as humble im 
tors of ther works. To increase Churches before they are well orde; 
tened tsonly to increase confusion and make it worse confound 
nust be purified by the belief and practice of the truth bef 
nborhoods can be benefiied by their augmentation. The Chu 
‘ed in the fear of the Lord, and in theadmonition of t 
by this means it was that they were multiplied 
; and our increase, though not so rapid, will b 
rour. 
further attacks upon our moral re; 
{ not to notice them, unless our friend 
tion of a Citizen of the world been ass 
ose own deeds would ‘turn the che 
infleted corporal punishinent upon th 
sina courtof law on account of 5! 
not | rrvtt { avenge ourselves, 
*’ therefore, with him v 
wuld, however, add this ob 
bunal save that of th 
, trans: 


The 
“ell / i? 
while he prof 
‘or a hypoerite. If our accuse: 
hink, disregard their paltry male 
pity and contempt. 
“iniary prospects we would add a fow wv 
~ all to whom we have been ordered to sei 
n we have received no notice of discontinu 
(heir a ; we should have no cause of complaint what 
that our politicians are som vhat to blame for this. ‘4 
long quacking over the currency unul they have madi 
have thus left the United States without a general circula: 
his we doubt not, has caused manv to fall into arrears, ne ing al 
forward the amount. There are others in our debt, who have ord 
their papers to be stopped, without settling up. This is a fruit of reform: 
ion common both to Churchand world! We trust, however, that thos 
who remain to us will have too much honor to act thus; if they conti 
true, a fig tor the opposition of the world, the Advocate cannot be } 
down. But we are not ignorant of the active eflortsof our opponents 
persuade our subscribers to give up the Advocate, not because it does not 
plead for the truth, but because it has shaken their partyism to its founda- 
tion. Should they succeed, we shall, perhaps, have to call upon those, who 
believe we plead with honesty and mtegrity for the truth, to contnbut 
some what to enable it to stand the brunt of their endeavours. At present, 
we are satisfied, that in two years, the present storm will be forgotten im 
the light and purity of the truth, and consequent healthful progress and 
prospenty of a righteous cause. 


Ep1Tor. 


Liberty, Amelia, Va. 
May, 1838. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE APOCALYPSE. 
(Continued from p. 367. Vol. 4.) 
Rev. xiii. 1-10. 


In reading and reflecting upon the history of the past as see 
forth in the Sacred Scriptures, and m viewing therr predictions 


in relation to future times by 1 refected light of propheey 
fulfilled. the student of the Livine Word cannot, | think, fail of 
coneluding that physical or natural eril oblains Hh Canse 


quence, and as tht punishme nio}l themoeral ful; blede of yew. 
Illustrative of this, we have onre cord, the Lotal W reck and Gis 
solution of a world, infleeted with violence and eiiime, by the 
disembowelling of the earth of its subterranean flood. Awa, 
the Cities of the Plain were destroyed by a lurid shower of 
burning sulphur, the sinking of their territory, and a submergence 
to the bottom of an abyss, bosomed by the Sea of Death; and 
this tremendous judgment came upon them, ‘beeause their sin 
was very grievous.” The Canaaniish Nations were slaughter 
ed by the sword of Joshua, because ‘their iniquity wae fall’ 
Jerusalem was reduced to ashes, in retribution forthe blood 
she had shed of those whorn Ciod had sent tu hie De And may 
we not truly say, that Rome, the largest and most powerful of 
empires was dissolved with judgement, ‘because her sin was 
very grievous?’ And may we not extend our inquiry, and ask, 
if Pontifical Rome be not doomed to suffer the judgmentof a ma- 
terial fire, as Sodom and Gomorrah for the same cause? If we ad 
mit that God governs the world in righteousness and visiteit with 
natural evil in judgment for its moral turpitude, then the an- 
swer to the question Is, that he will assuredly bring a destruc- 
tion upon her that will be thorough and eternal. Thus we con- 
clude from the history of the past; and this conclusion we find 
completely harmonizes with the apocalyptic outline of her ap- 
proaching doom. ‘Her sins have reached to heaven, and her 
unrighteous actions are come up in remembrance before God. 
In one day shall her plagues come—death, and mourning, 
and famine; and she shall be burned with fire’ 

From the above recited instance of the Cities of the Plain, 
we learn, that they would not have been given up to ‘the ven- 
geance of an eternal fire, hadthey contained within their walls 
ten righteous persons.—Gen. xviii. 32. And in relation to the 
sack of Jerusalem, ‘the King of Israel’ warned his subjeets to 
‘fly to the mountains’ that they might not be destroyed with the 
rebellious wicked, who refused to submit to his government. 
If this, then, be the rule of God’s dealings with the less, we 
conclude, that it is also the rule in regard to the greater; and 
that, if God did not spare Sodom and Gomorrah because they 
were altogether wicked, neither would he continue the World 
in being if it contained no righteous; and that, if it had come 


be i 


te me < vedi a 


Fat 


” 


Lo er 
baa ye ~ 


=) 
ee, 
et ae 
en oF 


uty ae Se 











10 


to sucha pass, that only cight. or four, could be found, who 
had not defiled themselves with its polutions, he would inter. 
pose to deliver these before he poured out his indignation upon 
the rest. 

From the Sacred Books then, we learn these things—tha: 
Vice is punished and virtue rewarded to a very great extent, 
even in the period of human existenee which: preeeeds natura! 
death; i. e. that the ills of the physical world, sueh as floods. 
earthquakes, meteoric storms, rol ORE fires, war, pestilence. 
famine, and so forth, are the judicial consequences of the trans- 
gression of God’s holy and righteous laws; and that if thi 
transgression were to cease, that is, if the entire race of man- 
kind, indivilually and nationally, were to obey him, an order of 
things wguld be set up in the earth in which every curse would 
be done away. We locos further that in proportion to the 
flagraney of crime is the intensity of human suffering. 

ith these views then, we are prepared to answer the ques- 
tion propounded in our last illustration. ‘Why did Rome, down 
to this epoch, (A. D. 553,) drink so deeply of the cup of bitter- 
ness?—Rome, the throne and patrimony of St. Peter! The 
favorite of heaven, and the dwetling-place of the Vicegerent 
of Christ upon the Earth!?? 

During the second century of our era, the human race were 
as happy and prosperous as under the then existing constitu- 
tion of the world it could weli be. During the fourscore years 
of the reigns of Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, Nero, Vitel- 
lius, and Domitian, ‘Rome croaned beneath an unremitting 
tyranny, which exterminated the ancient families of the Re- 
public, and was fatal to almost every virtue and every talent, 
that arose in that unhappy period.” At this time, the City 
was almost wholy devoted to Idolatry, which was patronized 
from motives of State policy by the patrician families upon 
whom the vengeance of these [mperial monsters principally 
fell. But during the perio’ which sueceeded, and which is 
comprehended between the deaths of Domitian and the acces- 
sion of Commodus, (A. D. 96 to A. D. 180,) Rome enjoyed 
an interval of happiness and repose. “The vast extent of the 
Roman Empire,” says Gibbon, “was governed by absolute 
power, under the guidance of virtue and wisdom. The armies 
were restrained by the firm but gentle hand of four successive 
emperors, whose characters and authority commanded involun- 
tary respect.” Reformation towards God, in turning from dumb 
idols, and faith iz Jesus Christ under these Princes had leaven- 
ed the City to a great extent; as may be judged from the fact, 
that in little more than a century from the accession of Com- 
modus, the Catholic Religion was established by law. Rome 
is now two thousand five hundred and ninety years old. Dur- 
ing that period she has been Pagan and Papal; but, as a City, 
never has she been Christian. She has drank deep of the 
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wine of indiguation, from the effects of which she has decn 
reeling to and fro for centuries. She has ever been devoted to 
the worship of Idols, whether Pagan or Papal; under the titles 
of ‘gods’ and ‘saints.’ But there is a period in her history 
which should not be overlooked. It is a period, which I woukl 
indicate, as that of her transition from the worship of imagi- 
nary gods to that of angels and men. ‘This transition period 
is the brightest in all her history. Rome contained more ge- 
nuine Worshippers of the true God at that time than ever she 
| had done before or since the accession of Commodus and the 
fourscore years preceding. Thisis a truth established by the 
concurrent testimony of all respectable historians. Now rea~« 
der, mark the coincidence! Gibbon says, “if aman were call- 
ed to fix the period in the history of the world, during which 
the condition ot the human race was most happy aad prosper- 
ous, he would without hesitation, name that which elapsed 
from the death of Domitian to the accession of Commodus.— 
The forms of the civil administration were carefully preserved 
by Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, and the Antonines, who delighted 
in the image of liberty, and were pleased with considering 
themselves as the accountable ministers of the laws.” Here, 
then, we perceive, public happiness and prosperity confered 
to a considerable and to a greater extent than before, and con- 
temporary with a more extensive obedience to the laws of God 
than had ever obtained in the world since the postdiluvial de- 
| fection from the religion of Noah. Who that believes, that 
“God rules the world,’ in righteousness; that he is the rewarder 
of them that diligently seek him; and that he visits nations for 
their iniquity—who, I say, can doubt, that the comparative 
happiness and prosperity of Rome, in her transition period. 
were the recompense, in time, of the obedience and virtue of 
the multitude of her Citizens, who had embraced the faith ot 
| Christ? The Disciples in Rome were the salt of the City, 
whose sapidity was ‘published in all the world,’ or empue.— 
Rom. 1 8. Whilethey retained their saltness, peace and 
prosperity abounded; but when they became insipid, which 
they did completely by the middle of the third century, Rome 
became thenceforth fit only to be cast out and trodden by her 
own Princes and their licentious soldiery and Barbarian foes. 
The military force, restrained by the firm, but gentle hand ot 
‘the Antonines and their immediate predecessors, upon the ac- 
} cession of Commodus became the bli 
ment of her oppression;and the corruption ef Roman manners 
supplied flatterers to applaud, and ministers prepared to 
abi the fear or ‘the avarice, the lust, or cruelty of their mas- 
ters. 
As vice abounded, and the love of the greater number of the 
hristians towards God and each other cooled, tranquility for- 
ok the City, aud the misery of her Citizens became peculiar; 
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‘and it will be found by the student of history, that in_propor- 
tion to the depth to which she sunk in her devotion to her new 
superstition has been the intensity of the sufferings inflicted 
upon her. 

In the year 408, Alaric, the military Chieftain of the Gothic 
Nation, pitched his Camp under the walls of ‘the Mistress of 
the World.’ By this blockade, her Citizens of all ranks from 
the luxurious patrician to the lowest of the people, were re- 
duced to one common fate. The former lavished his unavail- 
ing treasuries of gold and silver, to obtain the coarse and scan- 
ty subsistence which he would formerly have rejected with dis- 
dain. Itis said, that some desperate wretches fed on the bo- 
dies of their fellow-creatures, whom they had secretly murder- 
ed; and that mothers even tasted the flesh of their slaughtered 
infants. Many thousands of the inhabitants of Rome expired 
in their houses, or in the streets for want of subsistence; and as 
the public sepulchres, without the walls, were in the power of 
the enemy, the stench which arose from so many putrid and 
unburied carcases infected the air; and the miseries of famine 
were succeeded and aggravated by the contagion of a pestilen- 
tial disease. These calamities were at length terminated by 
an enormous ransom being paid over to the Gothic King. In 
109, the City was taken by Alaric who set up an emperor of 
his ownchoice. In 410, he was degraded from the imperia! 
office, and the metropolis of his dominions again beseiged by 
Alaric. By a secret conspiracy of the slaves and domestics, 
the barbariaa host was admitted within the walis, and the citi 
zens wereawakened at midnight by the tremendous sound of the 
Gothic trumpet; and thus 1163 years after the foundation of 
the City, Rome, which had subdued and civilized so consider- 
able a part of mankind, and which was alleged to be the seat 
or throne of Christ’s Vicegerent, and the sanctuary itself of 
‘pure and undefiled religion,’ was delivered to the licentious 
fucy of the tribes of Germany and Scythia. A ernel slaughter: 
was made of the Romans, and the streets of the Ci/yof God, 
as Augustin terms it, were filled with dead bodies, whieh re- 
mained without burial during the general consternation. The 
despair of the Citizens was sometimes converted into fury; and 
whenever the barbarians were provoked by opposition, they ex- 
tended the promiscuous massacre to the feeble, the innocent, 
and helpless. Forty thousand slaves rose on their masters, and 
the females were exposed to injuries more dreadful than death 
itself. Gold end jewels, splendid and costly furniture, side- 
boards of massy plate, and the variegated wardrobes of silk and 
urple, were irregularly piled in the wagons, that always fol- 
een the march of a Gothic army. The most exquisite works 


of art were roughly handled, or pose destroyed; and many 


‘a vase, in the division of the spoil, was shivered into fragments 
by the stroke of abattleaxe. By threats, by blows, and by tor- 
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wires, the rapacious Goths forced from their prisdéaérs the ¢on- 
fession of hidden treasure, and many expired under the lash 
for refusing to reveal wealth which they never possessed. The 
City was burned with fire toa vast extent, and the wrath of 
Heaven is said to have supplied the imperfections of hostile 
rage by levelling .in the dust by the stroke of lightning the 
proud Forum of Rome, which had been decorated with the 
statues of the gods, heroes, and kings from Adneas to the im- 
perial C@sars. This awful catastrophe of Rome filled the as- 
tonished empire with grief and terror. So interesting a con- 
trast of greatness and ruin, disposed the fond credulity of the 
people to deplore, and exaggerate, the afflictions of ‘the Queen 
of Cities.’ At the period of this destruction, Rome contained 
twelve hundred thousand people within ber walls. 

But the cup of th’s Spiritual Babylon had only been sipped 
by her miserable and guilty inbabitants. In 455, they had to 
drink a larger dratght at the hand of Genseric, the Vandal 
King. He delivered them and their devoted City up to the li- 
centivusness of histroops. The pillage lasted fourteen days 
and nights; and all that remained of public or private wealth, 
of ‘sacred’ or profane treasure, was diligently transported te 
their ships. The golden table of show-bread, and the seven- 
branched golden candlestick, which since the destruction of Je- 
rusalem had béen preserved in the temple of Peace; where the 
had been deposited four hundred years before with othersspoils 
of Jerusalem, by Titus, were transferred by Genseric from 
Rome to Carthage. Many thousand cigizens of both sexes 
were carried captive to Afiica; and their distress was aggravat- 
ed by the disseverance of their nearest and dearest ties. 

In 472, Rome was again sacked by Rieimer, a Suevian Visi- 
goth. in our previous essays, we have seen how this devoted 
City was distressfully besieged and taken by Totila, who ex- 
tinguished the Senate, and for a while catised it to become a 
noiseless solitude. From a City of twenty-one miles in cir- 
cumference, teeming with twelve hundred thousand inhabi- 
tants, the successive judgments of God by Alaric, Genseric, 
Ricimer, and Totila, his slaughtering swords, reduced it toa 
waste and lonely desert. ‘Against the City,’ says Gibbon, 
‘which had so long delayed the course of his victories Totila 
was inexorable; one third of the walls in different parts were 
demolished by his command; fire and engines were prepared to 
consume or subvert the most stately works of antiquity; and 
the worid was astonished by the fatal decree, that Rome should 
be changed into a pasture for ¢attle.’ Persuaded, however, by 
the advice of an enemy, Totila determined to preserve Rome 
as the ornament of his kingdom. Upon this resolve, he sta- 
tioned an army ata distance of fifteen miles from the City to 
observe the motions of Belisarius. With the remainder of his 
forces he marched into Lucania and Apulia. ‘The Senators were 
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dragged in his train, and afterwards confined in the fortresses 
of Campania: the Citizens with their wives and children, were 
dispersed in exile;and during forty days Rome was abandon: 
ed to desolate and dreary solitude.’ A D. 546. 

Thus were consummated the woes of the ‘Eternal City’ as 
the ‘Queen of the Earth.’ Hitherto she had maintained under 
all her calamities the rank of the Chief City of the world, and 
was regarded at once as the throne of the Roman Majesty, 
and of the Vicegerent of Christ. She had hitherto boasted, 
that she sat as a Queen of the nations and was not a widow, 
and should not, therefore, experience the sorrow of a, separa- 
tion from the Majesty she adored; but the time had now come 
when she was both unqueened and widowed. For forty days 
she was desolate! The voice of harpers, and musicians, of 
therm that play the flute and sound the trumpet, ceased to echo 
within her walls! No artificer of any trade was to be found 
there. The noise of the mill-stone was not heard; the light of 
a lamp was not seen; and the voice of the bridegroom and of 
the bride failed to disturb the solitude of deserted Rome! How 
illustrative of the mutability and unstableness of human glory 
and magnificence! This metropolis of the Iron Monarchy, 
which had broken to pieces the Aurean, Argentine, and Bra- 
zen, Empires which had preceded it; which, in its pristine 
vigour, had levelled Carthage and Jerusalem with the dust—by 
the light of history we behold, prostrate at the feet of Barba- 
rians, shornof all hergrandeur, and theroughly emptied of her 
inhabitants! And why drank she so deep of the cup of bitter- 
ness? Because her merchants were the grandees of the earth— 
because by her sorceries were all nations deceived: because in 
her was found the blood of prophets and of saints; and because 
she had become as Sodom and Gomorrah, not having ten righ- 
teous persons within her walls tu redeem her from distress! 

An¢d here tet us pause, that our minds may be arrested and 
fixed upon this hiatus of forty days in the history of Rome. It 
forms the break whica limits the life of Ancient, and gives 
birth to that of Modern Rome. It is the ea, well defined, 
when the Beast with two horns was seen ascending out of the 
varth, and exercising all the power of the ten-horned-monster 
in its presence. It is the starting point of the illustration of 
the thirteenth chapter of Revelation from the eleventh verse to 
the end; and to the examination of which we shall address our- 
selves at a future time. 

We would at this stage, conclude by observing that the de- 
solation of Ancient Rome by the Goths in the middle of the 
sixth century is but the type of the final and remediless ruin of Modern 
Rome, which is to happen in 1260 years from its ferine power. I have but 
little doubt, that the accomplishment of these times is approaching near 
upon the devoted City. Her days are numbered; and her territory is suffi- 


ciently excavated by volcanic eruptions to receive her into the substratal 
abyss, which even now burns with fire and sulphur. At that crisisof her 
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destiny, the strong Messenger from Heaven, will dash her down with vio- 
lence into the Lake of Hell, (L di Tartaro). Astonished Italy will 
mourn aud lament for the Great City, the glory of their country, when 
they look towards the Seven Mountains of the Tibur, and behold only the 
rolling volumes of black and sulphurous vapor ascending from the recent 
site of their burning City. 

But the student of the prophets is not left in incertitude as 
to the immediate signs of this event. He knows that Rome 
will not sink into the abyss beneath her, until Israel shall pos- 
sess Jerusalem and Judea; and that the people occupying the 
countries colonized by Magog, the grandson of Noah, (‘all the 
Russias’) must come against repeopled Patestine like a storm 
from the North, beseige their Metropolis, take it, and reduce its 
cities to extreme distress. When he shall see these things, he 
will hourly expect the descent of The Deliverer, who is to 
come to Zion to the rescue, “He shall stand with his feet upon 
the Mount of Olives.” Then will the mountains smoke and 
the hills fall down at his presence. The globe itself will shake 
to its inmost centre, numerous Cities of the nations will be 
rased, and among them, Proud Rome herself! Then will 
have arrived the time when thg voice as a great multitude will 
be heard in heaven, saying, “F®allelujah! Salvation, and glory, 
and power to the Lord our God; for his judgements are true 
and righteous; for he has judged the Great Harlot, who cor- 
rupted the earth with her fornication, (idolatry,) and he has 
avenged the blood of his servant shed by her hand. And the 
second time they will say Hallelujah! And the smoke of her 
torment ascends for ever and ever!” 

Eprror, 
( To be continued.) 





For the Advocate. 


EXTRACT FROM THE JOURNAL OF A LOCAL 
PREACHER. 


On Thursday evening, March 22d, 1838, Elder M. W’Q——, 
an old Baptist minister, preached in N , and the next 
day per invitation, called over and spenta good part of the day 
and dined with us. The day tollowing, (Saturday 24th,) Mrs, 
E. and myself accompanied him to his meeting, nine miles dis- 
tant on Fall Creek. By the way something like the followiag 
dialogue occurred: 

The Elder.—\ understand that you area grammarian? 

L.. Pr.—t1 suppose I ought to understand grammar. 

The Elder.— Well, l aint no grammarian myself, and I want 
to ax you a question for my own satisfaction.—The word for, 
is it in the present, the past, or in the future tense? 


J, Pr,—Hem—hem—Why, this word has no tense, It is 























_ be ae 


16 


found, however, in connexion with words in all the tenses. 
If you have any passage of Scripture on your mind in which 
it occurs, I think I can give you the tense of the words in con- 
nexion. 

The Elder.—! have no passage in particular. But, “For 
the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband,” is one where 
itis found. . 


Soon after this Mrs. E. rode up, and the Elder went ahead; 
when she informed me that he, and Bishop C had had 
quite a talk the night before on the import of “for” in Acts ii. 
38, in which the Elder contended that it meant, “becase you 
have received,”—past tense!!! 





ee eee 





Experience or Miss. E Cc—~ , 


Related before the Baptist Church on Fall Creek, at the 
monthly Meeting, on Saturday the 24th day of March, 
A. D., 1838. 


O, I have felt a og dt lyr father and mother read in 
the Bible a heap, and I’ve read a heap; and O, I felt as though 
I ought to be baptised, or I could not be achild of God. I felt 
a heap—I didn’t know what I should do. Last Sunday night 
1 thought I would pray to have it shown me in a dream, and [ 
felt a heap; and I went to sleep and slept a time, and it seem- 
ed as though I travelled a great ways, and it seemed as though 
it wasa hundred miles and more; and I came to where the read 
divided,—one turned off to the left as wide as a house, and it 
looked dark; and there was another little white road, and a 
white man stood in the road, and he give me a little biack 
piece of paper in my left hand; and he told me to go in the wide 
road, ond be would stay till | come back. And I travelled on 
and went till I come toa great high hill, and I went up the hill 
and I went down, and I thought it was all afire; and the blue | 
flames aris; and there was a great many men and women a 
burning there; and one of the women said to Satan, “There 
comes another,” and she said to me, “Go away from here and 
neither lie, not swear, nor steal; and the flames locked blue; 
and I got back, and I come to this white man again, and he 
asked me if I was a Christian; and I told him I didn’t know; 
and he said, what Church does your father and mother and 
sister belong to? And I said, to the Baptist Church; and he 
said No; but they belong to the Church of God; and said to. 
me, ‘Do you want to be baptized?’ and § said I thought I must 
be baptized to be a child of God. And he give me alittle white 
piece of paper in my right hand, and he told me, Be sure and 
not put it in your left hand for your life; and I went on, apd 
soon | waked upa shouting, and I felt happy;,and Q, I felt % 
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heap! aad I thought J would like to be baptized; and soit seem- 
ed to me thatI ought to be baptized and join the Baptist 
Church. 


















Her Reception. 


This experienee being told, the Elder said: “You have heard 
this experience brethren and sisters, which this young damsel 
has told. It is now before you to say, if bes can receive her or 
not to be a member of this Church tobe baptized. You know 
-our privilege to ask any questions.” One old gray headed 
man now asked the damsel if she was sensible of being a sin- 
ner before she had this dream; and she said ‘she felt right bad,’ 
or to this effect. He then repeated his question, and she an- 
swered, she did. Then the Elder rejoined: “I have not a word 
to say, brethren. Tome itis a very plain case. If I know 
any thing about grace, there is nothing of the language of 
ashdod inthis. It remains with you to say; however, I would 
aot wish to influence any one.” 


And they put her case to vote, and she was unanimously re- 
ceived tobe a member of the Baptist Church at Fall Creek, 
after being baptized, and to-morrow is appointed for her bap- 
tism. 









Her Baptism. 


Lords day, March 25, Attended the baptism of Miss C., 
and she was baptized [into her experience,] ‘in the name of 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghost.’ 

ADELPHOS. 


Remarks.—‘The experience’ of Miss E C , is 
one of those ‘profane and old wives’ fables so abundantly dealt 
in and cherished by those ‘who go into houses and lead cap- 
tive silly women laden with sins, led away by divers lusts; 
ever learning, but never able to come to the acknowledgement 
of the truth. She had felt, heard, and read aheap! And this 
ridiculous dream is the result! Her parents had read in the 
Bible, and she had heard them. Butshe also had ‘réad a heap’ 
of somethiug, which, commingled with her animal feelings, 
her parents’ readings, and ‘the fictitious tales’ of such ‘false 
prophets’ as ‘Elder M. McQ , turned her brain, and 
evolved at a monthly meeting of the enlightened Baptist 
Church on Fall Creek—the trashy rigmarole es pa! oor 

s young lady! How-much are you to be pitied. You are taught 
by your ‘blind teacher of the blind’ that the delusion you are 

under, and the lie you believe, are all parts of the ‘work of 

giace’ You believe this, for the phantom of your dream ip- 
structs you, that the Baptist Chureb, of which he is lord, is ‘the 


Church - God?’—Reader! With a perfect knowledge of the 
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Gospel as taught by the Apostles, as believed by their conte. 
poraries, and as practised by those who believed on Jes, 
through their proclamation—Can you, as before God, candid; 
and honestly declare, that you believe the subject of the fore 
going experience, ‘hough immersed, to be ‘in Christ? Cay 
you affirm conscientiously, that such a person ought to be ad. 
mitted into a society, which is based upona belief and practic, 
of the ancient apostolic gospel, without an intelligent belie 
of the true doctrine and a second immersion? That is, ough; 
not such an one to be refused admission into such a society wp. 
less they tread in the footsteps of the 3000 of the Pentecos 
or of those who became Christians through the instrumentality 
of the Apostles?) My unshaken conviction is, that ‘the popula: 
immersion’ to which Miss E C was subject, was 
‘no better than a Jewish Ablution,’ and therefore, valueless.— 
She is as much ‘laden with sins’ since her immersion int 
her dream as she was before she dreamt it. And Miss E 

Cc is not alone, as all the world knows. As an immer: 
ed dreamer she is the type of thousands, whose Christianity j; 
as flimsy and foundationless as hers Against such spurious 
baptism as this it is that I protest, and for the protestation m 
character is assailed; because, in protesting against it, certain 
of ‘this reformation’ feel, and justly too, that their Christianiy 
is reproached also. Be itso; counterfeits deserve reproach. 

Eprror. 





Brotuer F. W. Emmons on THE Crisis. 
Emmaus, la. April 2d, 18338. 
Brother Thomas, 
I have had it in my mind for several months 
to write to you on ‘the crisis,’ to which the ‘current Reforma 
tion’ and the ablest of its pleaders appeared to me to have ar 


rived; but as every month brought me intelligence of something 
new, I have delayed till the present time. 


Some nine or ten years ago, when residing in Eastport 
Maine,—when pastor of the Baptist Church in that place ani 
the subject of a good living,—I became very much enamoured 
with something, of which I then formed some idea, by the name 
of the ancient gospel and of the ancient order of things.— 
From what I read in the Christian ee a my thoughts ané 
7 steps were directed to the West as the garden of the Lori, 
where a good beginning was being made to restore both the 
one and the ether. Facts, testimony, faith, reformation, rems 
sions of sins and the Holy Spirit, appeared to me so much 
more rational and Scriptural, than The Holy Ghost, metaphy- 
sieal regeneration, evangelical repentance and faith, pardos, 
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baptism &c., that, to adopt the language of the congregation at 
Paineville, | fundly hoped ‘that this reformation, like the body 
of Christ, founded upon the principles of forbearance and 
unity, would steadily move onwards in its course, adding light 
to light, and knowledge to knowledge, until it would have 
stood forth in the midst of an apostate age, in all the beauty, 
simplicity and purity of the ancient Apostolic Gospel; but alas! 
On my first visit to the Western Reserve, Ohio, and thence to 
Western Virginia, though | formed some acquaintance with 
many good brethren, and saw much to admire, and recorded 
the good;—I saw, or thought I saw among them not a little to 
lament. Somehow, the brethren did not generally act, as [had 
supposed that Christians deeply imbued withthe rational and 
sanctifying principles of the Ancient Apostolic Gospel ought 
toact. I then became convinced that all the d‘sciples of the 
current reformation were not angels, and that 1 had expected 
too much from them. However, as I had resigned my charge 
and living, to which I felt no disposition to return, nor to ac- 
cept of any other from my brethren ‘of the same faith and or- 
der,’ though I had them offered to me; I moved my family to 
New Lisbon, Ohio, and took up my residence there in the 
month of June, 1831. I selected that place, because I was in- 
formed it was there the first proclamation of what was current 
by the name of ‘the ancient gospel was made, and that some 
sixty persons had obeyed it there in the course of one or two 
weeks. I was favorably introduced to the brethren by brother 
A Campbell. I however found them in such a divided, dis- 
tracted, broken down state, that I could not unite with them, 
nor could any of my family. We remained there about nine 
months, when an opening for me in Brook Academy at Wells- 
burg, Va., induced us to move to that place. We found the 
congregation there in a better state, and united with it. But, 
whither am I straying? It was not to givea relation of my 
experience, but to write you on the present crisis, that I took 
my pen in hand. 

And now so large a field opens before me, and so many mat- 
ters that [ consider of vital importance crowd upon my mind, 
that I hardly know with what to commence. -1 would write 
you on the Ancient Gospel—its items and their arrangement— 
I would write on the ancient things and order of things in pri¥ 
vate, social, and public worship—I would write something on 
faith and opinions, on hades and gehenna, on freedom of speech, 
on a license to utter and publish one’s opinions, on the equality 
of all disciples, on the pope of Rome, on the thunders of the 
Vatican, &c. &c. &c.; but the limits of a letter permit me only 
to touch briefly on one ‘item; as it has been called, ‘of the an- 
cient gospel,’ viz: baptism; and to offer some remarks upon, 
and further extracts from brother Campbeli’s defence of his 

course in publishing ‘an opinion’ in reply to the Lunenburg 
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sister, and | am induced to do so, from what I have just now 
read in the March No. of the Millennial Harbinger, from bro. 
Winans. The letter comes under the head of ‘Anti-Speculu- 
tion, and is introduced by the Editor thus: “In justice to bro, 
Winans, who has been supposed to be too speculative and 
somewhat smitten with the doctrines of the Advocate, I insert 
the following communication. It is maiked with the usua! 
good sense and point which characterise the Doctor and con- 
tuins a good lesson for us all.’—T he Doctor says: 


Jamestown, O.. Dec. 26, 1837. 
“Dea Brother, 
As one of thos addressed in the ‘Harbinger,’ 
as having addressed you upon the Lunenburg letter, I hasten 
to acknowledge that your explanation as now given is entirely 
satisfactory.” 

Therefore, with Elihu, the Son of Barachel the Buzite, | 
would say, though “I am young and ye are very old —and I said 
yeais should speak and multitude of years should teach wis- 
dom: yet there 1s a spirit in man, and the inspiration of the 
Almighty giveth them understanding—Great men are not al- 
ways wise, neither do the aged understand judgment, there- 
fore I said, hearken to me; | also will shew mine opinion.” 


I did not myself address brother Campbell on the subject of 
said letter, but in a postsc.ipt, ordering a discontinuance of the 
Harbinger to one of his subscribers im this region, who wished 
me to say to him, ‘that he considered the answer a bad one, and 
his apology for that answer worse.’ This was and still is my 
own judgement of the matter. 


In Vol. I. No. 12 of the Millennia! Harbinger, N.S., under 
the head of “Any Christians among the Sects,” brother Camp- 
bell says: 

“While, then, I have no wish to dogmatize, and feel no obli- 
gation to contend for the opinion itseli, | judge myself in duty 
bound to attempt Ist to defend myself from the charge of in- 
consistency—2nd, to defend the opinion from the Sectarian 
application of it—3rd, to offer some reasons for delivering such: 
au opinion at this time. 


“{. With all despatch, then, I hasten to show that I have 
neither conceded nor surrendered any thing fur which I ever 
contended; but that on the contrary, the opinion now express- 
ed, whether true or false, is one that | have always avowed” — 

In a note at the bottom of the page, here referred to, he 
says: 

“It is with us as old as baptism for the remission of sins, and 
this is at leastas old as the ‘Christian Baptist.’ Read the first 
two numbers of that work.” 








21 


The opinion, as I extract it from the reply to the Lunenburg 
letter, stands out—‘in bold relief’—thus: 

“Who is a Christian? I answer, every one that believes in 
his heart that Jesus ot Nazareth 1s ‘he Messiah the Son of 
God; repents of his sins, and obeys him in all things according 
to his measure of knowledge of his will.”—Vol. I. N.S. No. 9. 

. 411. 

. But suppose the measure of any such repenting believer ex- 
tends only to the application of a few drops of water for bap- 
tism—Suppose it does not reach even to a drop—is he a Chris- 
tian without being baptized? 

“There is no occasion,” says Qgother C., ‘for making immer- 
sion ona profession of the faith, Tbsolutely essential toa Chris- 
tian—though it may be greatly essential to his sanctification 
and comfort”—~Jb, p. 414. 

This is the opinion which brother C., through the Millennial 
Harbinger, announced to the Lunenburg sister, to sustain Which 
we have a feeble article in the number, and on which he puts 
forth his strength in No. 1. of Vol. 2., which is the explana- 
tion, I presume, referred to by brother Winans as to him ‘en- 
tirely satisfactory,’ and which [ consider as making a bad mat- 
ter worse. ‘Why worse?’ it may he asked—‘Is not the opin- 
ion expressed, bad enough?’ Yes, bad enough. ‘Does not 
brother ©, reason very plausibly, and say many fine things in 
m thisarticle?? Yes. ‘Why worse then?’ For the same rea- 

| -_ that a counterfeit note well executed is worse than one ill 

one. 
| Westand up against the opinionas false, against the expres- 
sion of it, and against the defence of the expression of it, br- 
cause it is false; if the following expression is brother C’s se- 
cond article be true: 

“We cheerlully agree with them, [two or three intelligent 
and much esteemed correspondents, | ‘as well as with our sis- 
ter of Lunenburg, that the term Christian was given first to 
er believers, and to none else.’—Vol. 1. N.S. No. 11. p. 

But this is true, and I may add, that no where in the Sacred 
Wiitings is the term ‘Christian,’ given to any but to immersed 
believers, Therefore, it belongs only to such. And yet, it is 
and ever was, brother C’s opinion, that “there is no occasion 
for making immersion on a profession of the faith absolutely 
essential to achristian!” And for the expression of this opin- 
ion, he judged himself in duty bound to attempt to defend him- 
self from the charge of inconsistency, &c. How much better 
in this place, would have been a noble confession that he had 
erred, like that he once placed upon his pages from brother 
Butler of Alabama! ‘Speak out! said the excellent brother in 
a letter to you of July last, ‘Paine, Volney, Voltaire, &c., all 
spoke, and we bid them defiance, because God also spake — 








- 
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And, Sir, the fundamental principles of this teformation re. 
upon speak out.’ Amen. But ‘if any man speak, let hin 
speak as the Oracles of God.’ For uttering these noble seqy). 
ments; brother B. now asks ‘deck passage in the Harbinge; 
until he visits his brethren on an explanatory tour!’ 0, that | 
had a boat! I would give him a calin passage, and say to hit, 
Ride at ease my brother, and ‘preach Jesus and the Resurree. 
tion and the Lite, 1 would have others who have uttered wors 
sentiments than these, do penance. But to say, ‘Thave erre( 
or ‘lam ignorant, how hard! Brother Winans has try|; 
said, ‘They are harder sentences for the old than for the youn: 
and full grown men can sd@rcely utter them at all!’ 

Again: Under the head of ‘Dr. Thomas’ Again, brother ( 
says: 

“In the first place, I received from Mason County, Kentucky, 
from oneof my earliest friends and acquaintances in that Stare, 
a gentleman who heard with extraordinary attention my whole 
debate on baptism in 1823, when its true meaning and design 
were for the frst time promulged in America*—One that ever 
since, less or more, attended me on my tonrs in Kentucky, an/ 
heard my debate with Mr. Owen in 1829—of high legal attaiy. 
ments and well acquainted with the laws of reason and ey: 
dence:”— 

(Very well, no doubt this gentleman was a good witaes: 
and what does he depose?) ‘I say, I received from bim a nar- 
ration of facts and incidents, some of them forgotten by my- 
self, fully confirmatory of the views set forth in my late extn 
on the doctrineot my consistency—for which I return him 
many thanks.’—Vol. 2. No. 2. N.S. p. 86. 

Worse and worse! ButI hasten to the task befoze me. (h 
what the gentleman of Mason county related of facts, &c., nu 
heing yet published, we can say nothing: brother C., however, 
has given us to show him consistent with himself fen reason 
in Vol. 1. N.S. No. 12. Whatare these reasons? They con 
sist of interrogations, extracts from his former publications 
and exclamations! Ab uno, disce omnes—from a specim: 
learn all. 

1. “Let me ask in the first place, what could mean all th: 
we have written upon the union of Christians on Aposto” 
grounds, had we taught that all Christians in the world wer§ 
already united in our own community?—3. But let him tha 
yet doubts, read the following passages from the Christi! 
Baptist, April, 1825:—‘I have no idea of seeing, nor wis!" 
see, the sects unite in one grand army. This sould be 0 
gerous to ourliberties and laws. For this the Saviou: did 0 
pray. Itis only the Disciples dispersed among them that rer 
son and Wengvoledcé would call out of them, &c., &c. Tl 


— | 
—— 





* “In 1827, the True Gospel was restored.” —Watrer Scort. 
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looks very like our present opinion of Christians among the 






cts!!! 2d Ed. Bethany, p. 85.—8. The views of the Millen- 
sial Harbinger on this subject are condensed in a work called 
Christianity Restored,’ or as we have designed it, ‘A Connect» 
ed View of the Principles, &c., of the foundation on which 
all Christians may form one communion. (See its title 
pagel! )—Norvre. Let the curious reader consult the CSA Ys 07! 
Christian Union in the Christian Baptist, so far as I hare 
»pprobated them, especially my replies to an Lidependent 
haptist.”—pp. 561, 562, . 

Such are the reasons. ‘With these ten evidences or argu 
ments, says brother C., ‘I now y@t it to the candor of those 
who accuse us of inconsistency or change of views, whether 
they have not most evidently misrepresented us. Were it 
necessary we could easily swell these ten into a hundred, yp, 
563. 

No doubt it would be an easy matter to put down a hundred 
suchreasons! But what would they all be worth? We have 
read the essays on Christian Union in the Christian Baptist, as 
also the replies to an Independent Baptist; and I may add, not 
only tothese, but every thing else which has appeared from 
brother C’s pen in all his publications, so far as I know, begin- 
ning with his sermon on the Law,—published in 1816,—down to 
the present time, and never, till his letter * .he Lunenburg 
sister appeared, did we suppose that he would not make immer- 
sion on a profession of the faith absolutely essential to a Chris- 
tian. 

Our answer to the first of these reasons is our answer to 
them all; Brother C. could have meant by Christians, im- 
mersed believers and them only; as some,and not a few such, 
may be found in every community of Christendom. Bat as 
it now appears that he did not mean such exclusively in the 
above extracts, and all referred to in his other seven reasons; 
we must suppose that the opinion under consideration is also 
implied, if not expressed in the following extracts: 

“Query 9. Have you any objection to the constitution of a 
Church, published in your last number?” 

Brother Campbell answers: “I have. I object to both matter 
and form. This constitution or covenant, besides other minor 
matters is objectionable, because it admits an unimmersed per- 
son to all the ordinances of the Christian community, or con- 

tionas an occasional member.” &c. 
_ “But I object to makingit a rule, in any case, to receive un- 
immersed persons to Church ordinances; ist, Because it is no 
where commanded—2nd, Because it is no where preeedented 
in the New Testament—3rd, Because it necessarily’corrupts the 
simplicity and uniformity of the whole genius of the New In- 
stilution—4th, Because it not only deranges the order of the 
kingdom, but makes void one of the most important institutions 
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tvergiven to man. It hécessarily makes inimersion of nox 

effect. For with what consistency or propriety can a congre. 

' gation hold up to the world either the authority or utility of an 

institution which they are in the habit of making as little of as 
any human opinion? ° . ° a 
Query 12. What then will we do with all our Paidobaptist 
fellow disciples? 

Answer. Teach them the way of the Lond more perfect); 
aad tell them if they greatly désire our society, it can be had 
just on being born of water and Spirit, as the Foed told Nico- 
demus. Our society cannot he worth much, if it is not worth, 
une immersion. 

Query 13. But do you not make schisms by so doing? 
Answers No. He makes no schism who does no more than 
the Lord commands, and all know that Christian immersion is 
a divine institution, It is he who makes a yew institution. 
Pilg such as the sprinkling of an infant, and contends for it, that 
4 makes the schism. It was not he that obeyed the first ecom- 





i] ; randment, but he that made the golden calf, who made confv- 
* sion in Israel. 

tha [hese queries, says brother C., “in substance or form, came 
i} per last mails from Kentucky aud Indiana, If this matter is 


not plain enough we have more ink and paper.J—See Ch. 
Baptist, Vol. 6. pp. 183=-185. 2nd Edit. 

Thus wrote brother Campbell for March, 1829 The follow- 
ing is to the same effect: 

“In the last Christian Messenger the Editor remarks to a 
correspondent, that he ‘will not contend that unbaptized per- 
sons are Christians 1n the full sense of that term.’ Unbaptiz- 
ed persons are, at best, then, only almost, but not altogether 
Christians. Why, then teach them that they are safe, hecause 
the thief on the Cross, and all who were saved before there 
: was gg Bors een for remission were saved without immer- 
sion. ould it not beas good logic to say that men may be 
Pla saved without faith, because infants are saved without faith, as 
to say that men may in this world enjoy the salvation of God 
without immersion, because the thief on the Cross enjoyed the 
future salvation without immersion. 8 

“If I] mistake not, the Apostles were commanded to teach 
only the immersed to observe and do all things which the Lord & 
> commanded. If the Christian Messenger teach the unimmers- & 
ed to do the things which the Lord commanded none but the 
» immersed to practise; I should like to have his authority, and 
| ae also, to know why he would condemn the Paidobaptist for 
| i sprinkling infants. | * 

2 “If there be not a command or precedent for it, we can easi- 
ly find one against it. Becatise whatever is not commanded 
: by the Lord is human, and all human institutions in religion 
) are will worship, and as such, obnoxious to the curse, And 
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never yet could I see the consistency in requiring one person 
to be immersed before and admitted into the kingdom, and re- 
ceiving another without immersion to the blessings of the 
kingdom. If this be not to build up‘with one hand and pul! 
down with the other, I have yet to'tearn how a person cau be 
guilty of such an repeeg eee &e., &c.—See the whole ar- 
ticle M. Harb. Vot. 1. p. 474. O'S. 

To the sentiments of these extracts as I understood them, 
when they were first published and so far as I now understand 
them, 1 most heartily accord. Why I cannotalso agree to the 
opinion expressed in the letter to Lunenburg, is owing, per- 
haps to the obtusity of my mental vision; but so it is, I cannot; 
nor can [reconcile the one with the others. If brother Win- 
ans can, I wish he would do so, because he makes such short 
work of whatever he puts his hand to. I wish too, that he 
would tell us what brothe: C. means in calling immersion ‘the 
converting at.” 

Before I close, I wish to say, that this communication is ad- 
dressed to you, not because I agree better with you than with 
brother Campbell on ‘anabaptism,’ ‘materialism, ‘the inter- 
mediate state of the dead, &c., &c.,—matters on which you 
and he appear to differ; but because, in my judgment the cause 
of truth, at the present ‘crisis,’ requires this expression from me, 
and a re-publication of these additional extracts from, and re- 
ferences to the Christian Baptist and Millennial Harbinger, 
which I have above given to be considered in connexion with 
brother C’s ten reasons for his consistency, and I will expect 
you to publish it. 1 hope, therefore, that neither you nor he, 
nor any one else will consider meas atall ‘smitten with the new 
doctrines,’ and ‘untaught speculations’ of the Advocate: for | 
am not, any more than [am with the new doctrines and un- 
taught speculations of the Harbinger. I stand up for nothing 
newer in religion than the New Testament, and its plain, sim- 
ple, obvious teachings. I am for the Church of Jesus Christ. 
consisting of real Christians, rather than for Bible Societies 
or any other societies, composed of saints and sinners—horse 
racers, reformers, &c., &c. Iam for Christianity, rather than 
for Protestantism: and while I regard A. Campbell as a broth- 
er, beloved in the Lord, I subscribe myself, , 

In the hope of immortality, yours, 
F. W. EMMONS. 

To Jonn Tuomas, M. D. 


P.S. Since it has been decreed, that “Jt is mot the right 
of any one citizen of Christ’s Kingdom to propagate any 
opinion whatever either inthe public assembly or in private;” 
and yet, “it is conceded that on some matters, we have all 
liberty to form opinions, and if asked for them toexpress them;” 


(See M. H. Vol. 1. No..10. N.S. p.441,)—I hope that you, 
c 
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brother Thomas, will desist from ‘propagating’ your opinions 
and hereatter only ‘express’ them as brother Campbell does: 
and as I have been doing in the foregoing letter. 

F. W. E. 





ON VOTING IN A CHURCH. 
(From the English ‘Christian Messenger and Reformer.’) 


Avruoven it is the universal practice for Dissenters, in their associate: 
«apacity, to settle all church affairs by majorities,and to apreee themselves 
exclusively by voting, yet we have for some time past, called in question th: 
correctness and propriety of auch proceedin gs in the disciples of Jesus. In- 
deed we do not think that it ever existed in the primitive church, so long as 
the minds of the brethren were under the influence of the truth: when they 
haddeparted from the truth, they commenced voting one against another 
and thus divided the body of Christ. We have obtained much instruction 
on this, as well as other subjects, in reading A. Campbell’s Essay on Orde1 
which is just published, and we fully agree with him, when he says, on 
page 39, that in mattors of faith, piety and morality, there oughtto be no 
voting in the church of Chnist. Revelation isso explicit on these subjects 
that submission of mind toit, connected with that Christian love, meekness 
and forbearance, which ought to exist among all the brotherhood, would 
render the practice of voting on these, or any other subject unnecessary. 


When the ignorant and guilty are brought to understand the gospel: belier¢ 
repent, and are baptized, they are then, by the name of Jesus, in his king- 
dom, and are entitled to all its privileges, immunities, and honours, 
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without the vote of any human being. “The Lord added the saved to th: 
congregation daily.” That which the brethren have to do in such a case. 


is to give toeach new convert the nght hand of fellowship, asexpressive of their 
union and cordial welcome into the Lord’s family, as copartners and fellow- 
heirs of, the grace of life. Should offences afterwards arise, either of a 
publicor private nature, there are none in either ease for which the law book 
of Jesus does not provide. 


Among many other reasons for our objecting to the disciples of Jesus, in 
their associated capacity, governing themselves by majorities, we take leave 
10 submit the following, which at present appear to us conclusive. First. 
We only read of one church acting in this manner, and in reference to it, 
Paul says, “you have only grieved me by a part of you,” viz. an ignorant 
and wicked minority, which ought not at least on such an occasion, to have 
been in existence.—2 Cor. ii. 5—1 Cor. v. 45.—i. 10.—New version. Second- 
ly.If voting be equal to speaking and exercising authority, how can we 
with consistency pledd for itin the case of the sisters, when Paul says, “I 
suffer not a woman to speak, or usurp authority over the men, but to be in 
«obedience, as also saith the law? 1 Tim. ii. 11, 12.—1 Cor. xiv. 34. Thirdly. 
In voting, young converts are called upon to decide in reference to matters 
«of which they have little or no knowledge; yet every thing done in the king- 
dom of Christ, to be acceptable to him, must be done understandingly, and 
according to truth.—John iv. 24. Fourthly. Voting is the principle by which 
all worldly societies are governed and by which all human laws are made. 
and when practised in the church of Christ, opens the door for electioneering 

rinciples, and is productive of strife, bickerings, and every evil work; yet the 
Redeemer says that his kingdom is notof this world. ‘“Theservantsof the 
Lord must not strive orexercise lordship one over another.” Fifthly.—We 
read that every p oryempdl os org must have faithful or believing children: 
that he must be able to rule well bis own house, or how can he take care o 
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che congregation of God. But we may ask, Whenever did we hear, or read 
ofan intelligent, believing, and obedient family being ruled by voting? The 
rule or government insttuted in the church of Christ, as well as in the fa- 
mily, is that of love, with every mind in a state of entire subjection to the 
Lord, and his apostles, when this is the case in the fullest extent, there will 
not, in our humble judgement, be any voting in the church of Chnst. As 
the object for which we live, is to understand and practice all the truth, if 
any of our brethren, taking the opposite side of the question, will send us an 
article on this subject, not exceeding the length of ourown, we promise to 
introduce it into the pages of the Christian Messenger.—Eb. 


PROM A CORRESPONDENT RESIDING IN THE COUNTRY RETWEEN 
THE RAPPAHANNOCK AND MATAPONI RIVERS OF THIS 
STATE. 

21st Sept. 1838. 


My Dear Bro. 'Thomas, 

You see I still have fortitude enough 
to call you brother, but how long [ shall continue to do so I 
will not say; for really [have seen and heard so much lately, 
so much abuse, and so many accusations against you from 
those who only a short time since were your good friends and. 
dear brothers, that | am almost disposed to doubt myself. And 
when I hear these charges against you, when I hear brethren. 
accusing you of falsehood and deception, and yet not prefering 
these charges against you, I am constrained to think, that they 
are certainly false, or else there is a great wantof Christian 
duty, on the part of your back-biters. It sorely grieves me to 
hear and see these things; it was not so in former times. If 
you are guilty, surely it becomes those who are circulating 
these charges, to arraign you before the Church to which you 
belong! And ona recent occasion I urged a brother to do so, 
and told him I thought him sadly remiss in speaking thus be- 
hind your back, and if you were a liar and a deceive, he ought, 
nay, he was bound to make it appear. But Brother Thomas 
these are sad times; men are lovers of themselves more than 
of God, and I can, (I think,) readily trace all the accusations 
and charges which are now brought against you, back to self_ 
You have made it appear (too plainly,) that the craft of some 
men was in danger; that in exposing the prevalent errors of the 
day they were reproached also. You have wounded the vanity” 
of others, and that is an unpardonable offence; in short, I verily 
believe the whole matter from all the observation I can make 
arises from the agitation of the subject of re-immersion; for let 
your accusers start any charge they may it soon settles upon 
re-immersion: that is the galled spot which causes the wincing, 
and if you had not touched that you might have had (for them 
the soul of man naturally diesel pe immortal, and have cut o 
all infants into the bargain from eternal life, provided you did 
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not include them or their posterity. Great exertions are mak. 
ing here to put down the Advocate, to what extent they may 
succeed I know not. All the Churches round will not pennit 
any controversy between you and Bro. Campbell, or any other 
individuals, to be made a church matter. A few individuals. 
(not one in Essex that I have heard of,) would have the disci- - 
ples give up the Advocate and recall the subscription to the 
press;* but this is almost universally rejected with disdain. — 

e’all say no! if Brother Thomas is guilty of any immorality: 
if he has offended against the commandments of God, the law 
's open; where are his accusers that they do not goand implead 
him? Until he is convicted we will extend to him the princi- 
ple which says, every man is presumed innccent until he is 
convicted; when this 1s done we will also give him up; but un- 
til it is done, although we believe him imprudent in some 
things, and do not understand other matters, consequently do 
not believe them, yet we will love and fellowship him, because 
it is written, ‘if a man say he love me and keepeth not my 
commandments he is a liar and the truth is not in him, —and 
one of the commandments is, that we should ‘love one another.’ 


Thus far you have greatly the advantage of all your accusers: 
aad if you will not permit your feelings to get the better of your 
wr gate you must triumph over all your enemies: therefore 

et me exhort you, Bro. Thomas, to be cool, be moderate, be 
temperate, and above all let love abound. I know that enough 
has been done and said to arouse all your feelings, but recollect 
that it is said, that you must rejoice and be exceeding glad when 
men shall persecute you and revile you and say all manner of 
evil of you falsely for his namesake. You must recollect 
when you are reviled not to revile again, but return good for 


a 








* The things believed, taught, and practised by myself were 
well known by all who subscribed for the purchase of the 
Press at the time of contribution. From that time to this [ 
have pursued the even tenor of my way. I have changed in 
nothing, for I believe, teach, and practise the same things. It 
ismy ct-devant friends who have changed. They would now, it 
appears, seal up my lips, and prevent me publishing what I be- 
lieve to be true; because, they have changed the rule or mea- 
sure of the truth, and do not like any one to speak, write, ot 
print according to any other standard than their own! To such 
truth-loving, and liberal people, I would observe,— Gentlemen! 
I write for God and Man, and not for a party; I am no hire- 
ling:—a bribe or a contribution will not pervert my judgment! 
Demand your money, whosoever you are who wants it, (for | 
know not,) and it shall be refunded to you instanter. 

Epitor or THE ApvocaTs. 
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evil—and in so doing you will heap coals of fire on your accu- 
sers’ heads. 

The atfection of the brethren (in the general) for you, is un- 
diminished and I have been again and again urged to invite 
you to come down to the , and wish you toanswer 
this and say when. 

Farewell! may the God of all grace and mercy guide into 
all truth and righteousness and bring us all at last into his ever- 
lasting kingdom is my humble prayer, through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. . 








Fredericksburg, May 6th, 1838. 
Dear Bro. Thomas, 

I thought it would not be amiss to spend a 
few minutes this evening to inform you that our health animal- 
ly, as well as spiritually is tolerable and | hope convalescent. 
We are growing slowly, but I hope correctly, as we receive 
nothing for the truth but inspiration, that wisdom which came 
from above; walking in that we have peace and reallize the say- 
ing of the Teacher, if any man will do his will he shall know 
of the doctrine whether itbe of God. Indeed, Bro. Thomas, 
we are living in Jove one with another, and striving together to 
build each other up, not in traditions, but in the faith. The 
Brethren here sympathize with you, that you should have the 
Sectarian world violent against you, and in addition, that many, 
very many, of those who profess to love the Lord and his peo- 
ple should combine against y ou; it appears strange that the people 
who have said so much about persecution for opinions’ os 
and have contended so earnestly for investigation, trying and 
proving all things, and holding fast that which is good, should 
turn Catholic; I mean, Roman, and say, ‘hear mother 
Church.’ We regret much that things have taken such aiurn, 
but Bro. do not return railing for railing, but blessing; be sure 
to do this, Bro. Thomas, and you will be sure to stand all the 
fiery trial that may await you. We are anxiously looking for 
you to pay us a Visit this spring; write and let us know when 
we may expect you. Bro. Coleman paid us a visit not long 
since; we have had three innumber added to the Body this 
Spring. Sectarianism is at a stand here, the chief that they 
ean do, is to caution their flocks from hearing the heresy; in- 
deed, I am more convinced, that there are very fewof good and 
honest hearts, willing to examine and understand ‘the power 
of God,’ and hence they cannot be benefitted. 

We are in hopes that the violence of the storm will soon be 
over that has been raised against you, and that we shall have 
a clear sky again. You know it is impossible that we can feel 
— to the signs of these times, while we hold it to be 

c 





1 








wg 


+ 
ee ee 


ter! 


Oe ° - 


ee 





23 mM oS af Rak Bi escheiewe 





30 


our duty to pray for all your and our enemies; and we fond), 
hope the time will yet arrive whex brethren will allow other. 
the same privilege they ask for thaemselves—to write and speas 
on all subjects ‘n the word of God, while they leave all to the;; 
own choice to receive or reject their conclusion. The congre- 
gation join in Christian love to you and sister Thomas, Bro 
Anderson and his family; and all-the holy brethren. 
Yours in hope of the prize, 
THOMAS P. MILLS 





A Modern Apostle. 

The following letter appears in-one of the London Week! 
Journals of very extensive circulation. It. is addressed t) 
Charles James Bloomfield, who is styled in the language o: 
the Apostacy, ‘the Right Reverend Father in God, Charles 
Lord Bishopof London.’ Concerning this gentleman it is re- 
corded, that he ‘owed his first preferment to a noble lord, whom 
he had pleased by his dexterity in rendering some Greek verses, 
not of the New Testament, but of some poetical idolator!— 
‘His subsequent elevation is said to have been purchased by a 
compromise of principle on the Catholic question: he did not 
vote on the first introduction of the reform bill, divided, proba- 
bly, by a sense of gratitude to his early patron Lord Spencer. 
and uncertainty as to futuie events.’ Extraordinary Blac! 
Book, page 23.—Concerning his dress as ‘a successor to th: 
Apostles,’ the same document continues, the Bishops are now 
chiefly known among the people by their grotesque attire. They 
are the only men, (save exquisites,) who continue to dress in 
imitation of the female sex, or take pains to disguise themselves 


‘under uncouth habiliments. The shovelor coal-scuttle bat is 


particularly distinguishable. It is the remains of the old hat 
worn b oman Catholic Priests in their days of splendor, 
and still to be seen onthe Continent. Under this chapeau is a 
bush of false hair, plastered and twisted into a most unnatural 
size and ridiculous shap@, resembling any thing but what we 
may suppose to have been the fashion among the apostles. To 
these distinctions may be added the long gaiters, and “lady's 
maid apron,” from the hips to the knees only, so that the gaiters 
may not be concealed. These gaiters are of vast importance, 
importing that the wearers are meek and lowly, and constantly 
walking about doing good. Nevertheless they often ride in 
dashing style through the streets, attended by ms in ‘pur- 
ple liveries (reader! turn to Rev. xviii. 11—14,) and some of 
them are very Nimrods iu the country,’ page 32.—The income 
of this grotesque spiritual prince greatly exceeds what one 
would expect a poor member ot the “College of fishermen” to 
be seized of. Mr. A Baring stated in the House of Commons, 
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that the revenue of the See of London would, by the failing 
in of leases, shortly amouut to £100,000, (about 509,000 dol- 
lars) a year. But the Bishop objected to this estimate, as too 
high; that is, that his fized income did not amount to this. The 
perquisites of his spiritual spouse, however, in the renewal of 
leases, the value of his parks, palaces, and mansions, unques- 
tionably do swell his revenue nearly to that enormous sum. 
Such.is the Lord Bishop, who oversees the “Protestant 
Christians” of the Metropolitan Section of the English Church! 
And it is to this lord over the flock of Anti-christ, that Mora 
viensis addresses the following epistle. It is true, from first to 
last. Often have we seen and heard the things he testifies. But 
as brother Wallis of Nottingham in his last Messenget, re- 
marks, “the rays of light are flashing across this and other 
parts of the world with wonderful rapidity, and we hope ere 
long to unite in the glorious song,” “Babylon is fallen! is fall- 
en, never to be found!’—That our readers may be informed 


how things are working, we lay before them this specimen of 


an universally diffused disgust against the overgrown and 
mammoth monster which is consuming the vitals of the British 
Is] 
sSie€s. 

Epiror. 


(From An English Journal.) 
CONFIDENTIAL LETTER TO THE BISHOP OF LONDON. 


“From such Apostles, O, ye mitred heads, 
Defend the Church, and lay not careless hands 
On skulls that cannot teach and wil! not learn!’’ 
Cowper, 


Ricut Reverenn Farner in Gp,—Some apology is due 
to your I.ordship for my apparent want of respec., but I can as- 
sure you that the discontinuanee of those gentle hints with 
which I have so often favoured you—and for which you ought 
to be extremely grateful—is not attributable either to lack of 
inclination on my part, or to the paucity of abuses which, as a 
man and a Christian, I feel called upon to denounce. They 
are so “rife and glaring” that I have been at a loss to decide 
whether I should abandon my task of remonstrance, or wait till 
some tangible and individual grievance presented itself to my 
notice. I have now ample grounds for resuming my functions 
as the advocate of true religion and the despiser of those cor- 
ruptions which have almost brought it into contempt. You, 
re smtg are the diocesan of this vast metropolis; and, whem 
Charles James Blomfield was installed as Bishop of London, 


he knew the weight of the responsibility which he voluntarily 
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incurred, while he uttered the specious ejaculation—“ \p/, 
episcopari!” ‘You know, when you avowed this sentimen: 
that you had no aversion to undertake the arduous duties which 
as I shall speedily prove, you have most wantonly neglected. 
| can pardon you—if you can pardon yourself—for the quibble 
to which every Dean or Viear has recourse when he declares 
thata mitre and its very agreeable concomitants are “worse 
than worthless in his sight,” but I cannot absolve you from the 
charge of making ‘“God’s work a sinecure”—not only in your 
own person but in that of the majority of those ordained by 
you. Your nominees, my Lord, are flattered when I term them 
sinecurists. Such negative cankers could never prey so deep- 
ly and so fatally on the very vitals of our ‘Holy Mother Church.’ 
It is the exercise of their influence—their manifest unfitness 
for “such high and holy calling,”—against which I protest, and 
I now most distinctly state, that the demoralization of which 
you complain so loudly in the House of Lords—whete neither 
you nor 7 of your lawn-lords* ought to appear, is attributable, 
in no small degree, to yourself. Permit me, after this bold and 
probably unpleasant assertion, to substantiate its truth. 

Your Lordship “figures” very conspicuously as a subscriber 
to the “Fund for erecting additional Churches in the Metropo- 
lis.’ You can, doubtless, spare the twenty guineas; but who 
is the gainer by your bounty? You may build churches in 
every lane, court, and alley throughout London; you may im- 
pose additional church-rates in every parish; you may excite 
the sympathy and drain the purses of divers old woren (cf 
both sexes), but you do not thereby promote the cause of Reu- 
cion- That you enrich the Cuurcna, | most willingly admit; 
and, that you spare many prelates the somewhat disagreeable 
operation of disgorging their “ill-earned thrift,” I frankly con- 
fess. I grant at the same time you find livings for many biped 
donkeys— 


“Whom schools dismissed and colleges un‘aught,” 


but you do so by sacrificing the cause of morality and Chris- 
tianity. Your Lordship assumes (and [ quote your own words). 
that every denizen of London is a “Church of England man.” 
This is a palpable fallacy of which no person is more cognizant 
than yourself. I speak within bounds when I say that three- 
fourths are not members of the Establishment. Your notions 
are so completely Utopian that I can only account for this er- 
ror—I had almost said wilful perversion of facts—by suppos- 
ing that a considerable increase of patronage would necessarily 
tall to your Lordship’s lot by the increased number of places 
of worship. I requested, some years ago, when the same 
crotchet entered your brain, that you would accompany me to 





* The Bishops so ealled because they wear /atn-sieeves, and sit as Lords 
Spiritual in the Upper House of Parliament.— Ep. Apv. 
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the various churches in the Metropolis, and then pledged my- 
self—-as 1 now do—to prove that there is more than ample ac- 
commodation for all who choose to frequent them. Ido not 
deny that many are well attended, but you know that 
“Some to church repair, 
Not for the doctrine but the music there.” 

The choir—the organ “with its diapason full,” and a fashion- 
able locality may induce thousands to frequent the house of 
Gop, but I am willing to admit—merely foi the sake of argt- 
ment—that devotional feelings actuate the majority. I could 
also name two or three churches which are popular solely on 
account of the preacher’s talent and character. This last con- 
sideration is worthy of your Lordship’s attention, and here | 
join issue with you atonce. Instead of furnishing additional 
churches, most graciously condescend—if you can discrimi- 
nate—to vouchsafe us a few hearable parsons.{ Leave the 
brick and mortar to others: your duty is to furnish the brains. 
A man of common sense cannot sit for half an hour to hear ‘a 
drawling, drowsy personage in robes,’ administer a specified 
quantity of common-place. He may enter the church with 
reverence and awe, but the spell is broken when he hears a 
mumbling curate’s false reading echoed by a snuffling clerk, 
and when he discovers that the aforesaid officials are only ex- 
perimentalizing as to the shortest space of time in which the 
Lord’s Prayer can be “gallopped over.” A really pious man 
detests such mockery, and you must be conscious that there 
are not twelve clergymen within your diocese at this moment 
who can rivet the attention of their hearers for the space ot 
time I have just mentioned. Count the sit/ings, my Lord, and 
then tell me why so many churches are deserted. Wherever 
there is a good preacher, I have always found a numerous con- 
gregation, and I have never crossed the threshold of a church 
conducted—If I may use the expression—less creditably with- 
out observing pews unoccupied in every dirwtion. Religion 
is lovely and attractive in the abstract. Its mild injunctions, 
its sacred tenets, and its holy precepts combine “to elevate and 
purify our baser dross;” but the medium through which it is 
distilled, and the agents employed, operate most powerfully 
on the mind. Those who provide for our corporal wants use 
every effort to please those who pay them—knowing full well 
that they would otherwise lose our patronage. You, my Lord 
Bishop of London, are also paid for attending to our spiritual 
wants. How your journeyment discharge their duty can be 
ascertained in two ways. Ghathen-aenmecte speaking—are 
empty. Chapels and Dissenting meeting houses are full.— 





tA very necessary petition, for the parsonsof the church of England are. 
miserable beeabdvenne tindieed.- Bo. rt ag =e 
* Rector, Vicars, Curats, and Clerks. 









a es 











. 34 


The case lies ina nut-shell. You and your brother prelates 
snundate the kingdom with the second cousins of the younge; 


sons of bankrupt Lords, without the slightest regard to thei; | 


qualifications, and you are astonished that they are not “follow 
ed.” The Dissenters engage men who make proselytes in the 
same ratio that the Church loses members. On Sunday, the 
25th ult., | attended divine service at one of our most popular 
places of worship, and a more listless group I never gazed 
upon. I prayed most ferwently that | might derive benefit fiom 
what I was about to hear, but | am compelled to admit that the 
slovenly manner in which the service was read, and the un. 
adulterated nonsense uttered bv the Rector—a man very high in 
the estimation of our Primate—completely disturbed my tem 
per. I left the teinple of the Lord, fully impressed with the 
idea that your Lordship has “much to answer for.” You know 
the nature of the oaths which ought to be binding on you, and 
you must be equally conscious that the manner in which they 
have been fulfilled tends little either towards the glory of your 
Master or the benefit of your fellow men. How can you- 
“without a cheek of crimsom’s deepest tint”—dare to implore 
adlessing on behalf of those who do not “rightly minister in 
holy things?” One part of the Litany you ought to repeat 
with ardent humility— “May it please thee, O Lord, to 7llumi- 
nate all Bishops, Priests, and Deacons with knowledge, wis- 
dom, and understanding!” Do not utter this brief prayer as if 
it were only a portion of a special formula. “Go into the clos- 
et,” and implore that you—the conventionally recognized vice- 
gerent of the Almighty—may be enabled practically to illus. 
trate the sincerity of your supplication. Let it not be said 
henceforth that the Clergymen of our Established Church are 
the mere instruments of the evil in this metropolis. Do not 
suffer Dissenters of every grade and every creed “‘to hurl defi 
ance in your teeth.” Do not—and I now use the argumentum 
ad hominem—(the one most easily understood by a Bishop)— 
do not place a weapon in. the hands of an already disaffected 
people, which will infallibly supersede the necessity of 4 
“Church Temporalities’ Bill.” I can laugh at the absurdities 
of an unpaid ignoramus, who stultifies himself on Kenning 
ton-common; but I tremble for the consequences when I find 
parish tarred for the support of a more contemptible driveller. 
who, by your authority, is engaged for life—or till something 
hetter turns up—to play the part of a ventilator in a consecrat- 
ed place of worship. Goldsmith, in his “Deserted Village. 
draws the portrait of a Clergyman worthy of his holy vecatioa, 
ve states, as a natural consequence attendant on his labours, 
that— ‘ 
“Those who came to scoff remained to pray.” 


The apologies for parsons who, with few exceptions, hold liv- 
ings in the metropolis are the very antipodes of “the kind, good, 
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Fealous man” our poet drew. What follows? “Those whe 
-ome to pray go home to scoff!’ Why, my Lord, should the 
-onsideration of our eternal interests be brought before us in a 
repulsive light? Why give the atheist or the free-thinker the 
ypportunity of saving that the imbecility of the Apostles af- 
‘rds evidence of a fallacious creed? ‘There are many other 
topies which I intend sho:tly to submit to your notice; but | 
conclude my present address with a tiuism which reflects dis- 
oface on all affected by it:—“Our RELIGION is a blessing—our, 
cuurci (as at present constituted) is a curse!” 

MORAVIENSIS. 


























CREEDS. 

Creeds are extremely variable and uncertain.’ The opinicns 
of men fluctuate; those of one age and country often differing 
widely from those of another. Actsof Parliament are muta- 
ble and little to be depended on, one Parliament often repealing 
those of a preceding Parliament. In the reigns of Henry VIII , 
Rdward VI., Mary and Elizabeth, Parliament changed the re- 
ligion of this country vo fewer than four times; first from Popery 
i0 semi-Protestantism; secondly, from that to a higher degree 
of Reformation; then, from Protestantism to Popery; and lastly, 
back again from the latter to the former. One might think, 
that had their object been to make religion ridiculous to its 
enemies, the most direct and proper course was taken. Par- 
liament, at this very time, is abgut to modify the laws affecting 
the Established Church, as in its wisdom it shall see fit, so 
that what is now law in religion, will, we suppose, in a few 
months have eeased to be so. The King of England, as su- 
preme head 1m all matters, civil and ecclesiastical, in the gov- 
ernment of these realms, establishes Episcopacy in England, 
Presbyterianism in Scotland, and Popery in Canada. So in- 
consistent, even with itself, is human authority in these mat- 
ters, and so changeable and uncertain a thing does religion be- 
come in the hands of Princes and Senates. 









, LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE. 
As men will no longer suffer themselves to be led blindfold im 
ignorance, so will they no more yield to the vile principle of judg- 
ing and treating their fellow creatures, not according to the in- 
trinsic merit of their actions, but according to the accidental and 
involuntary coincidence of their opinions. The great truth has 
finally gone forth to the ends of the earth, that man shall no 
more render account to man for his belief, over which he has’ 
imself no control. Henceforward, nothing shall prevail upow 
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us to praise or to blame any one for that which he can no more 


change than he can the hue of his skin or the height of his 
stature. Henceforward, treating with entire respect those why 
conscientiously differ from ourselves, the only practical effec 
of the difference will be, to make us enlighten the ‘gnorance 
on one side or the other from which it springs, by instructing 
them, if it be theirs; ourselves, if it be our own; to the end that 


‘t.e only kind of unanimity may be produced which is desirable 


among rational beings—ihe agreement proceeding from ful! 
conviction after the freest discussion —Lord Brougham. 





THE LOVE OF THE MARVELLOUS. 

The love of the marvellous is an inherent portion of our 
common nature, and credulity, in the order of human develop- 
opment, takes precedence of judgment; but these propensities 
are by no means dealt out to all in an equal manner: in some. 
the unaginative preponderate over the rational faculties, in others 
they are wholly inert. The tnaginative faculties, moreover, 
require no culture, and are independent of external circum- 
stances; while the reason requires to be worked into perfection 
by a long series of stimulation from without. Thus, the igno- 
rant are ever credulous, and whole ages roll over the heads o! 
nations before they learn to think with any approach to justice 
and precision. The perfection of humanity, in this case, lies 
in a due balance between these respective faculties. Some ar 
dour of imagination, some disposition to believe what we de- 
sire with less than sufficient proof, are necessary to give a pur- 
pose to existence; but if these propensities be not held in check. 
by a habit of weighing and appreciating probabilities, and of 
testing the doubtful by the demonstrated, forecast degenerates 
into idle speculation, and the mind is swayed by every wind o! 
doctrine and of assertion. 





To Subscribers who have Discontinued. 

These our friends are respectfully requested to return the 
present number, which is the first of the fifth volume, if by 
mistake it have been forwarded to them after a notification o! 
discontinuance. Those of this class of citizens who have not 
paid up will be gracious enough to bear in mind, that, whether 
they disagree with us in doctrine or not, they are as much 
bound to pay us our due as we are to pay our printer &c. 

Subscribers who contiue, and who are interested im the pro 
gress of mental illumination and independence, we doubt not 
will not be slothful in doing their best for the augmentation of 
-our list, Environ. 





